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August 29, 2011
It is with great pleasure that we would like to invite you to attend a panel discussion on
‘Civic Engagement in Canada and Germany: Learning from Each Other’
7:00 - 8:30 pm - September 7, 2011
Followed by a reception
at the
Chateau Laurier, Canadian Room, 1 Rideau Street, Ottawa

The event will be introduced by a statement from:

H.E. Mrs. Hannelore Kraft, President of the German Bundesrat and
Premier of the state of North-Rhine Westphalia

Statements will follow from:

Dr. Jack Jedwab, Executive Director, Association of Canadian Studies, Montreal

Prof. Dr. Sabine Kropp, German University of Administrative Sciences Speyer, Germany
Ms. Salma Siddiqui, Vice President, Circle of Canadians, Ottawa

Prof. Gilles Paquet, Centre on Governance, University of Ottawa

Attached you will find a program for the panel discussion. The event is being organized on the
occasion of a visit to Canada by H.E. Mrs. Hannelore Kraft, President of the German Bundesrat - the
Federal Council — and Premier of the State of North-Rhine Westphalia. Mrs. Kraft will be leading a
German delegation consisting of federal and state officials, representatives of local government

associations, members of the academic community, foundations and charitable organizations.

Please R.S.V.P to Rhonda Dumas (dumas@forumfed.org), Tel: 613-244-3360 ext 249.

We sincerely hope that you will accept the invitation and look forward to your participation at this
event.

Sincerely,
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Rupak Chattopadhyay Georg Witschel
President and CEO Ambassador of Germany to Canada

Forum of Federations
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Panel Discussion
Civic Engagement in the Canadian and German Federations
Learning from Each Other

7 September 2011, 7 PM

It is widely believed that federal political systems offer a number of advantages to citizens and individuals
with regard to the protection of their interests and their cultural and political identity as well as with
regard to their participation in political decision-making: federal systems offer a larger degree of political
and cultural freedom and a higher level of protection against centralised decision-making and intervention.
At the same time, more decisions are taken at a level of government closer to the citizens, enabling these
to become better involved with policy-makers and decision-making processes. Against this general
background, we are interested in discussing the Canadian and the German experience with regard to the
following issues and questions:

o What are main issues with regard to civic engagement and direct citizen involvement at the various
levels of government in Canada or Germany? How can these developments be explained?

e How do civic engagement and direct citizen involvement affect political decision-making in both
countries today?

e How has globalisation affected the process civic engagement and therefore nature of federalism in
both countries? What can we learn from each other?

19:00 Welcome
Rupak Chattopadhyay, President and CEO, Forum of Federations

19:10 Introductory Statement

Hannelore Kraft, President of the German Bundesrat and Minister-President of North-Rhine
Westphalia

19:20: Statements
Dr. Jack Jedwab, Executive Director, Association of Canadian Studies, Montreal
Prof. Dr. Sabine Kropp, German University of Administrative Sciences Speyer, Germany
Ms. Salma Siddiqui, Vice President, Circle of Canadians, Ottawa

Prof. Gilles Paquet, Centre on Governance, University of Ottawa

20:00 Discussion
20:20 Final Remarks
Georg Witschel, Ambassador of Germany to Canada

20:30 Reception to Follow



